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There will be some old and some new when the London Majors open their Intercounty Baseball League 
season tomorrow in Hamilton.  

The old revolves around the usual early season headaches for the team. Until the end of May, the Majors 
will be playing with a patchwork lineup, waiting for their university players to be done their season.  

The good news about the old is the Majors will be returning long-time veterans to give them stability. 
Among them will be Jess Bechard and Kyle Piwowarczyk, who have been key members of the Majors for 
years. They will be in the Opening Day lineup.  

The Majors hope the new aspect winds up being good news for the team. They added newcomer Alan 
Cattrysse to the lineup and, judging by the number of positions manager Roop Chanderdat has him 
playing, he'll be a key addition to the team.  

Chanderdat had him slotted into the lineup tomorrow as the starting shortstop. But with the return of Mike 
Ambrose at shortstop, at least in the short term, Cattrysse will move to centrefield.  
 
  

"But if we need him as a closer, 
he'll do that, too."  

Cattrysse is one of the big-time 
additions to the team. He 
graduated from Michigan State 
with a reputation as a complete 
player with a big arm.  

"When I was in school, I played 
short, third, second, outfield. 
The only place I haven't played 
is catcher," Cattrysse said. "If I 
had a preference, it would be 
centrefield but I'll play wherever 
I can help the team."  

Cattrysse was a university-
calibre basketball player.  

Playing in the Intercounty, where teams often find themselves short of players for a variety of reasons, 
having a guy like Cattrysse is invaluable.  

He's hoping to relaunch his baseball career. There was a time in his university career when it wasn't fun 
to play baseball.  

"At school, we went through some coaching changes and they kind of held some grudges against the 
olders guys," Cattrysse said. "When you give a large part of your life to a sport day in and day out and 
love it . . . it just wasn't fun to come to the ballpark anymore.  

Some old, some new do 
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"But I'm really looking forward to his season. The guys here are great and I want to show the pro scouts 
that I can play in the pros."  

Cattrysse doesn't have any problems with pitching if he must.  

"When I went to pro camp, I was told I had a strong arm and I should consider pitching so I did some of 
that," he said. "Roop is going to let me close for now. I have the right mentality and the right focus, I'm 
ready to go. I'm really enjoying playing again."  

Chanderdat will not have all his players for the opener in Hamilton. The Majors play next Saturday in 
Guelph before their home opener next Sunday against Hamilton.  

Chanderdat will start Mike Mitro tomorrow.  

Off the field, the Majors can only hope to replicate the success they had during last year's playoffs. The 
run -- which went to a seventh game of the final, a game the Majors lost to Brantford -- allowed the 
Majors to make some money for the first time since Scott Dart and Roop Chanderdat took over as owners
six years ago.  

"We made a little bit of money, but look where we got to -- the seventh game of the final with that big 
crowd," Dart said. "We didn't get into this to make money, but we didn't want to spent our money either."  

Five years later and Dart and Chanderdat have spent $100,000 of their own money.  

But Dart says that the team has achieved some of their goals including averaging 500 fans a game.  

This year, the Majors have applied for a liquor licence that has cost them about $3,000.  

"We have had a lot of people come up to us and say 'It would be great if you had beer,'" Dart said. "At the 
same time, we want to make sure coming to a game remains a great experience for kids and families."  

They have scheduled a game for 11 a.m. on a Tuesday in an effort to get schools to allow their children 
to attend.  

 

 
Sports Headlines 
Girls getting in the swing 
Some old, some new do Majors some good 
Western coach hopes to land nation's best 

Baby is new dad's marathon medal 

Rodriguez return a blast 

CBC gets frozen out 

Hurricanes push Bruins to brink 

Psychological warfare 

Pens equal and angry 

Banting outstanding in its field 

Fore The Record 

Chelsea have lots to be blue about, but they blew it 

Battalion surrender to Spits 

Cejka leads at Players despite health issues 

Players' meeting pays dividends 
 

 

SPORTS NEWS  

Vancouver Canucks discover big Dustin Byfuglien 

has soft hands too 
VANCOUVER, B.C. - Chicago Blackhawks forward 
Dustin Byfuglien is not just a big body who deals bone-
rattling bodychecks and frustrates goalies by parking 
his giant frame on their doorsteps.  
FULL STORY  More at SLAM! 

Late penalties prove fatal for Canucks

Japan's Ryosuke Irie sets 200-metre 

backstroke world record

LeBron leads Cavaliers to win against 

Hawks

NBA admits referees' error that cost 

Dallas

 
 

  
 

Klix.ca Advertise!

New arrivals daily. Credit 
problems online credit 
application. 

Free 4 year warranty 

www.selectiondirect.com

Compare over 500 rates From 
top banks & brokers. 

Canada's best mortgage rates 

www.ratesupermarket.ca

Get the Bachelor or Masters 
degree you want at your own 
pace online! 

University of Canada West 

www.search4careercolleges.com

Browse a huge selection now. 
Find exactly what you want 
today. 

London Sun Newspaper 

www.ebay.com

Register Free. Meet Singles in 
Canada. View Photos, IM & 
Chat. 

London Ontario Personal Ads 

www.canadiandating.mobi

Page 2 of 3London Free Press - Other Sports - Some old, some new do Majors some good

10/05/2009http://lfpress.ca/newsstand/Sports/OtherSports/2009/05/09/9403136-sun.html



General Comments 

Terms and Conditions 

Privacy Statement 

General Contest Rules 
 

ON CANOE.CA 

Horoscopes 

Lotteries 

E-Cards 

Crosswords 

TV Listings 

Canoe Auctions 

 
 

 
Home | News | Opinion | Today | Sports | Business | Classifieds  

 
Place an Ad | Subscribe | Become a Carrier | Your Newspaper  

 
 

 
Send a Letter to the Editor 

CANOE home | We welcome your feedback. 

Copyright © 2008, Canoe Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Proprietor and Publisher - The London Free Press,  
P.O. Box 2280, 369 York Street, London Ontario Canada N6A 4G1 

 
Daily Newspapers

 
5/9 homes group ad. 
(Real Estate: ) 
 

       
 

See All Real Estate Ads     

As Advertised in the London Free Press 

Page 3 of 3London Free Press - Other Sports - Some old, some new do Majors some good

10/05/2009http://lfpress.ca/newsstand/Sports/OtherSports/2009/05/09/9403136-sun.html


