London Free Press - Other Sports - Majors open on road Page 1 of 3

() cance (@ Web m Ilnside CANOE.CA ~

We have an amazing selection of new homes in 9 communities!
ZGROUP

IN TOMORROW'S PAPER

City of fests! Get all your summer festival coverage every day online
and in print

Saturday, 26 July, 2008 Subscribe News Research Centre Place a Classified Ad Advertise

Partly cloudy

" SPORTS OTHER SPORTS

FULL CONDITIONS

.

Majors open on road
Sat, July 26, 2008
Scheduling woes mean the | share:
league's top team plays its
playoff schedule as a visitor,

Email Print Write Size:AAA

+ Help

Home

News in Hamilton today

Local News By RYAN PYETTE

Blogs

Videos RPYETTE -- They played tug-of-war in the front office over playoff
Opinion dates.

Columnists

Today They brawled on the field.

Beii Now the London Majors and Hamilton Thunderbirds meet in the first
jing 2008

Sports BECOME

Local Focus round of the Intercounty Baseball League playoffs and who knows ':
Sport Index what kind of wild and crazy stuff will happen. cn IE“
Golf Guide

Well here's one: The pennant-winning Majors (27-9) will start the
series on the road in Hamilton against the Thunderbirds (10-26) today
at 2 p.m. That's not much of an opening-game advantage for a team
that finished in top spot for the first time since 1988.

High School Sports
Hockey
London Knights

Motorsports

Soccer . . ..

W The Majors demanded to play on their traditional Sunday to attract a |

estern Mustangs . . . .

Other Sports big crowd. The Thunderbirds have promotions cooking and co-owner } ‘
Business and president Drew Brady pulled hard for a weekend date, too. B e —
Classifieds & ﬂ.'[]e Iﬂlﬂﬂll ‘-:-]
Photo Galleries . Irl‘_:ﬁﬂ ,.prm 1
Your Sports The league JuSt . : e ——
Your Music wants the playoffs to == TELUS e
Gitizen One get rolling after a |

. : + ¥
Our Five/Your Five bunch Of rainouts f ": ’ \Eb Iq !
prolonged the T Ly \
WEEKLY : . . ¥
regular season = Pink BlackBerry i
Wheels Auto Seller almost an extra e . Pearl™
Jobboom Careers week. g‘ L':‘:‘:"
See Our Daily Advertisers : - JJI I_I 1
Homes London co-owner = = §15/month.
Home Seller and field manager = Pl
- & 5 - =

Travel Roop Chanderdat u‘"““ @l Learn mare | :

Summer Destinations took the diplomatic - —

approach after
schedule talk

http://1fpress.ca/newsstand/Sports/OtherSports/2008/07/26/6270746-sun.html 26/07/2008



London Free Press -

Business Name

City

@ Find a Business

C Find a Person

S5

ADVERTISERS

Announcements & Events
Automotive
Education

Financial Services
Food & Entertainment
Health & Wellbeing
Home Furnishings
Miscellaneous

Real Estate

Retail Shopping
Sports & Leisure
Travel

Advertiser Directory

SPECIAL SECTIONS

M Magazine

Summer Destinations
Home Magazine
Driving Green
Outdoor Living
Success Stories

Sifton Properties

HOT RENTAL

CLICK HERE!......to tind
oul whare lo live

OUR SERVICES

Place an Ad

Contact Us

Subscribe

Become a Carrier
Newspapers in Education
Your Newspaper

General Comments
Terms and Conditions
Privacy Statement

General Contest Rules

ON CANOE.CA

Horoscopes
Lotteries
E-Cards
Crosswords
TV Listings

Canoe Auctions

Other Sports - Majors open on road

dragged into yesterday afternoon. For Game 1, Hamilton manager
Jason Booth faced a rapid six-hour drive between Steel Cities after
being reached in Pittsburgh, where he was managing a kid's game.

"We're just trying to help out a league partner," Chanderdat said. "We
want Sunday and we still got it. We have Games 2 and 3 at our park.
We still have (pitcher) Josh Palmer ready to go and he'll pitch Game

1 there. The dimensions of their place are almost the same as ours.

"Hopefully, we can go in and get that first win and go from there."

Home field has been a major advantage for London. The Majors are
15-3 at Labatt Park, which was the site of a brawl with the T-birds on
May 25.

London led 7-0 in the top of the ninth inning. Hamilton infielder
Jesse Robertson broke the goose egg by piling into Majors all-star
catcher Will Richards. The London player was hurt -- either on the
collision or the ensuing punch, he's not sure which -- and hasn't been
in the lineup since.

Robertson was slapped with a seven-game suspension. He served it
and is now serving his country -- he joined the Armed Forces on
Canada Day and isn't expected to be back for the series.

"There's no animosity between us anymore," Chanderdat said.
"They're just another team to us. Jesse, to his credit, apologized
afterwards to Will and 1. So did their coach Adeo (Calcagni). That's
not really something you try to do too much -- run over a catcher in a
seven-run game but he chose to do it.

"We lost a big bat in our lineup. Will's an outstanding hitter. With
him out, it weakened our depth."

Richards had a cast taken off on Monday. He is unlikely to play but
Chanderdat is still keeping everybody on his playoff-eligible roster.

The Hamilton crew hasn't thought about the fisticuffs in a long time,
Booth said.

"That was a one-time incident and we've played against them since
that game," he said. "We like the way we match up against them. We
beat them (in their first meeting on May 11 when Hamilton scored six
times in the ninth inning to win 7-6) and we played some close
games. This year, we just had a lot of injuries, a lot of season-ending
injuries, and that hurt us."

London isn't taking anything for granted. Workhorse starter Adam
Echlin (7-2) is rehabilitating what Chanderdat calls a leg injury and
there's no time table on his return.

Booth said Coogie Freedman, who started a 13-8 loss in London on
July 13, is expected to oppose Palmer. In that last meeting, Freedman
also batted as the T-birds didn't use a designated hitter.

"We were really short players that game," Booth said. "This time, we
probably use the DH."
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