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League pitching staff except for the well-armed Oshawa Dodgers,
who have eight complete games.

The Majors are the leaders with 12, thanks also to the efforts of
Adam Echlin (four) and Ryan McGorman (one).

The only thing London (27-9) hasn't been able to wrap up is its first
regular-season pennant in 20 years. The Majors needed the Oshawa
Dodgers to win in Guelph last night to avoid a one-game playoft, but
the game was rained out and is rescheduled for tomorrow night.

If the Royals win, they'll be at Labatt Park on Friday at 7:30 p.m. for
the tie-breaker.

London's Pierre Melville-Deschamps (5-1) is in line to get that start
so Palmer can do his Roy Halladay impression against either
Kitchener or Hamilton on Sunday at 1 p.m.

Halladay, the Toronto Blue Jays ace, leads the big leagues in
complete games and Palmer has been watching closely. He studied
the Doc's delivery and started incorporating it as a way to get deeper
into games.

"He's a guy I looked up to for a long time and I know he's their
workhorse and [ watched him closely and studied the way he
pitched," Palmer said. "I completely changed my mechanics (as
Halladay did years ago when he was sent back to the minors).

"He has an easy throwing style and he generates most of the power
with his legs, which is what I'm trying to do."

It's working. Palmer has been on a roll. He beat the Brantford Red
Sox last Friday 2-1 and allowed just three hits in nine innings.

"It's been going well -- I've pitched a three-hitter and a four-hitter in
the last few starts," he said. "We're ready for the playoffs and we
want to take advantage of the season we've had. I'm going to start
Game | and then be ready for a Game 4 or 5 depending on how it
goes."

When Palmer is on the mound, the Majors can draw a straight line to
their Oklahoma Baptist University connections. Palmer, entering his
junior season with the Bisons, is pitching to college teammate Mason
Reilly -- the Majors starting catcher -- and Christian Ruiz is backing
him up in centre field.

Oklahoma Baptist's manager is named Bobby Cox, although he isn't
related to the Atlanta Braves skipper. Like the Majors, the Bisons
count on Palmer to give them a lot of quality innings.

"The NAIA is one of the better conferences in U.S. college baseball
and he (Cox) has 998 career wins," Palmer said. "I'd love to be the
one who gets him to 1,000 but we'll see -- whatever's best for the
team.

"I think the last year at school really helped me. Before, I would get
rattled a little bit if I put a couple of guys on and got in trouble. |
don't do that anymore. Now, I just keep pitching and sticking to my
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game."

It has turned him into one of the IBL's most reliable hurlers. The
Majors know every time he's on the mound, they have a great chance
of winning.
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