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Vince Burke believes the first-place 
London Majors will succeed in the 
Intercounty Baseball League 
playoffs.  

It's not all the winning they do. It's 
what happens after a loss.  

"When we lose a game, we come 
back and win eight straight," the 24-
year-old third baseman said 
yesterday. "You need a streaky team 
like that in the playoffs. When you 
lose, you have to bounce back and 
reel off a bunch of wins in a row. 
That's what this team is capable of 
right now."  

It wasn't just the 13-8 victory over 
the Hamilton Thunderbirds before 
about 500 fans at Labatt Park that 
made Burke feel that way. It was the 
whole week -- the busiest of the Majors' season -- where they won all 
five games to surge to top spot two games ahead of the Guelph 
Royals, who they'll end the regular season against at home on 
Sunday.  

Heck, it's been all of July, for that matter. The red-hot Majors have 
won nine of their past 10 and haven't lost since splitting a 
doubleheader at home with the Oshawa Dodgers on Canada Day.  
 
  
"We have depth and 

On a Major streak  
Mon, July 14, 2008  
INTERCOUNTY 
BASEBALL LEAGUE: 
London finds itself on top 
following a successful run of 
five games  
By RYAN PYETTE  

London Majors second 
baseman Jeff Helps tags out 
Hamilton Thunderbirds 
centre fielder Matt Bekar 
during the early innings of 
their Intercounty Baseball 
League game yesterday at 
Labatt Park. The league-
leading Majors won 13-8. 
(MIKE HENSEN, Sun 
Media)  
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that's what gets us 
through," said 
manager Roop 
Chanderdat. "We 
went to Stratford 
without three 
regulars on Saturday 
and it wasn't easy (a 
4-3 squeaker in 12 
innings won on first 
baseman Jess 
Bechard's RBI 
double), but we still 
found a way.  

"First place and the pennant would be great and we control our fate, 
but we're not going to do anything different. It's Josh Palmer's regular 
turn to start (on Friday) and he's going to start. The guys who are 
supposed to play are going to play. We're not changing anybody just 
to try to clinch first."  

The Majors have proved this much -- they don't fall apart and wilt 
when things don't go in their favour. They trailed Hamilton early and 
finally took the lead in the fifth inning on a go-ahead single from 
Bechard.  

Minutes later, he got the boot for an incident after he'd been caught 
stealing. So did third-base coach James Sinfield, who got run after 
getting in the face of third-base ump Joe Serratore.  

How did the rest of the London crew respond?  

They piled on nine runs in 1 1/3 innings off left-handed reliever Erin 
Boag to turn a nail-biter into a blowout.  

Second baseman Jeff Helps, a Petrolia native, had two RBIs on three 
hits, none of which left the infield. Shortstop David Narodowski had 
three hits and five RBIs, including a three-run homer in the seventh.  

Toshi Sasa, who beat out an infield roller with a bad hamstring, went 
four-for-five. Burke added three hits himself and marvelled at the 
resiliency of the Majors lineup.  

"He (Bechard) is a veteran guy and he's sacrificing himself for the 
rest of us out there (by getting ejected)," said Burke, who is from 
Georgetown.  

"You're losing a big bat there but that's the thing about this lineup, 
someone else steps up. If I go oh-fer and have an off game . . . seven 
other guys are going to step up.  

"We'll have pitchers step in and play positions. We have a 35-year-
old right fielder come in and do a job when we're short. Guys are 
playing all over and hitting. It's been like that all year."  

Burke played third base yesterday and made a couple of good stabs in 
the hole. He's been working with Kyle Piwowarczyk at the hot corner 
and the two have combined to become a pair of strong utility players 
for Chanderdat.  
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"(Kyle's) been great at helping me and it's extra pressure I put on 
myself to try to play a bunch of different positions," Burke said.  

"But it's fun. You have different roles but sometimes I even like 
sitting on the bench and watching these guys play.  

"There's a lot of talent here."  

The Majors, who haven't won the pennant since 1988, have guys 
capable of hitting home runs. But they don't live or die with the long 
ball.  

They'll bunt enough to make a Moneyball sabremetric's head shake 
and their largely left-handed hitting lineup is a threat at any time.  

Hamilton starter Coogie Freeland didn't give up an extra-base hit 
until catcher Mason Reilly's two-out double in the fourth inning. But 
then, he walked right- fielder Kevin Virtue, Sasa cashed in an RBI-
single and Burke hit a chopper to second that Jon Saporsantos threw 
in the dirt to first, allowing two more runs to score.  

Just like that, the Majors had a 3-2 lead -- all the damage done with 
just one out to spare.  

London starter Adam Echlin, who's been lights-out all season, 
surrendered three runs and 10 hits over seven innings for his seventh 
win in eight decisions.  

"What can you say about him?" Chanderdat said.  

"Maybe in a game where he didn't have his best stuff, he hung in 
there for seven innings and did a great job."  
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Lee, Sheets to start all-star game 
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