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Wake up the bats.

That's what the London Majors know they need to do against
pitching-rich Oshawa in their Intercounty Baseball League best-of-
seven semifinal series, which starts tonight at Labatt Park.

London tried to wake up the bats -- rhythmically and loudly -- in
Monday's first-round series clincher at Hamilton, earning the ire of
the umpires. The Majors were chastised for pounding their lumber
against the dugout wall, causing London manager Roop Chanderdat
and base coaches James Sinfield and Casey Pulham to become
involved in a three-pronged argument with the umps.

"Baseball's a superstitious game and that's what we do to wake up the
bats -- one of our guys pounds them against the wall," Chanderdat
said. "Sometimes the bats are placed in the rack, sometimes they're
lined up along the outfield or someone will scatter them around to get
things going. The umpire took exception to the sound, but there's a
right way to do things (face-to-face).

"We're going to do what we have to do. You should be allowed to
make some noise."

London's heavy-
hitting batting order
was barely audible at
home in the first
round. But the
Majors created a
major clatter in the
Steel City by scoring
25 runs and winning
all three on the road
in the six-game set.

http://1fpress.ca/newsstand/Sports/OtherSports/2008/08/07/6373436-sun.html
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"He (Garner) wanted to stay in there and his pitch count was low so
we let him go," Oshawa's manager Dan Bleiwas said. "He only threw
106 pitches and then we got the lead so we brought in our closer
(Scott Kelly) to finish it in the 12th.

"We can go four deep with our starters and we know London's going
to throw good pitching at us with Palmer and (Adam) Echlin. We feel
like if our pitching can stop their hitting, we have a chance."

Oshawa, which finished sixth in the nine-team league, has plenty of
reasons to feel good. The Dodgers won three of the four regular-
season meetings against the pennant-winning Majors and are through
to the second round for the first time in the club's seven-year history.
There's a twist in the semifinal schedule. Oshawa will play both
Games 4 and 5 at home before the series shifts back to London for
No. 6 and 7, if necessary.

"London wanted to play a game on their normal home night of Friday
and still have Game 7 at home," Bleiwas said. "We were all right
with that because Scott Dart and Roop have been a pleasure to deal
with. We have a lot of respect for this Majors team."

If they can wake up their bats -- at the plate instead of against the
dugout wall -- they'll be tough to stop.

LONDON VS. OSHAWA

What: Best-of-seven Intercounty Baseball League semifinal
Game 1: Tonight, 7:30 p.m. at Labatt Park

Game 2: Saturday, 2 p.m. at Oshawa's Kinsmen Stadium

Game 3: Sunday, 1 p.m. at Labatt Park
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Game 4: Tuesday, Aug. 12, 8 p.m. at Oshawa
Game 5: Thursday, Aug. 14, 8 p.m. at Oshawa, if necessary
Game 6: Friday, Aug. 15, 7:30 p.m. at Labatt Park, if necessary

Game 7: Saturday, Aug. 16, 7:30 p.m. at Labatt Park, if necessary
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