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The London Majors got 
off to a great start to 
their Intercounty 
Baseball League 
season.  

Beating the Stratford 
Nationals 9-5 was good 
news enough. But they 
did it on a beautiful day 
for baseball at Labatt 
Park, in front of a 
decent opening day 
crowd of about 500.  

And they won playing 
pretty good baseball 
considering the players 
barely had time to get the snow out of their boots.  

Toss in the fact the Majors only dressed 15 while waiting for another eight to 
10 players to be done with other commitments, including school, and manager 
Roop Chanderdat had to be pleased with how they played.  

"We were happy with the win," he said. "We have a lot of young guys. We got 
the butterflies out of the way and we were shortstaffed. We expect the other 
guys to come in about the third week, but I liked how the young guys played 
today."  

The number that is especially impressive was the zero in the Majors' error 
column. This early in the season, it's usually a case of stone hands and iron 
gloves.  

"I'm really happy about that," Chanderdat said. "Our middle infielders (second 
baseman Vince) Burke and (shortstop Alex) Arango, they had a good game. 
Vince made three tough plays. They maybe should have turned a double play, 
but they've only had one day together. Once they get to know each other . . . 
And (third baseman Kyle) Piwowarczyk, he was stellar out there."  

A lot of things went well for the Majors. Starter Adam Gautreau loaded the 
bases in the bottom of the first inning but got out of the jam. From that point on, 
he was terrific. He went four innings and left with a 6-0 lead.  

Majors' opening bodes well for 
season 
By Morris Dalla Costa 
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"We got great pitching from Gautreau," Chanderdat said. "He gave us a great 
start, but it's early and everyone is on a pitch count. His is 80. He was at 77 
and it's early in the season. We wanted to get him a win, but you don't want to 
wreck your arm."  

Tom Van Kastern came in to pitch the next two innings and earn the win.  

The Majors scored two in the first and four in the fourth to break the game 
open.  

Majors' outfielder Kevin Virtue had a pair of hits to lead his club.  

The Majors had five stolen bases yesterday.  

"We have some guys with some wheels, who can steal or take an extra base. 
It's going to be big," said Virtue, who also indicated it's going to take a while for 
everyone to get in game shape.  

"It's one thing to hit all day in a cage and another thing to face a pitcher in a 
live situation," he said. "It's going to take a little while, but some of the guys 
timing is almost there. It was a good start."  

Nationals' left fielder Steve Charles was the big producer for Stratford. He hit a 
pair of two-run homers.  

Virtue likes the makeup of this team, especially when the full roster shows up.  

"The core group we have here is ready to go. We're going to compete and win 
some ball games," he said. "For me? No I don't have any goals. I'm passed 
that. I just hope to make some contact and get on base."  

Chanderdat will get a better idea of just what he's got in about a month.  

"I always say the first three weeks is almost like a preseason," he said. "Three 
or four weeks into the season is when you see your real team.  

"I'm not really worried about anything. I'd like another starter and if a power 
hitter happened to fall into your lap, I wouldn't turn that away. But we'd 
definitely want one more pitcher and we'll be fine."  
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BREAKING NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL NEWS  

Robert Pickton trial told bisected skulls of two 

women had similar cut marks 
NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. (CP) - As accused serial 
killer Robert Pickton looked on intently and appeared to 
be smiling, a reciprocating saw the Crown alleges he 
used to bisect three skulls and cut other human bones 
was demonstrated to his jury Monday.  
FULL STORY  More at CNEWS 

Child survival rate dropping faster in Iraq 

than anywhere else in world: report

Math teacher's murder puzzles town

Air India judge accuses feds of trying to 

discredit Bartleman

Labour minister's flights under fire

 

 
Mother's Day specials. 
(Food & Entertainment: SOUTHSIDE RESTAURANT) 
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