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Majors manager unfazed by double loss
Tue, May 22, 2007
By RYAN PYETTE, SUN MEDIA

A doubleheader defeat

is always demoralizing, .

but Roop Chanderdat Starting from
isn't about to get down $ 9 5
on his London Majors Imo.

just yet. for 36 months

After watching an
anemic offence jab out
just seven hits over two
games in 6-3 and 7-3
twin-bill defeats to the
first-place Toronto
Maple Leafs yesterday
at Labatt Park, the
Majors skipper didn't
rush to order any extra
batting practice or an
infusion of higher-grade lumber for the rest of the Intercounty Baseball League
season.

LEARN MORE

conditiens apply

"We didn't swing the bats and we missed some good opportunities," he said.
"You like to win them all and Toronto's a benchmark to see where we're at, but
really, these early games are like exhibitions for us. We have our left fielder
(Rudy Vallejos) coming back from Graceland (lowa) University and then we'll
have our full roster and be ready to go.

"We know we're going to be OK. We have a deep bullpen and we've been able
to get guys into games here to see what they can do."

After dropping the opener, London (3-3) made twice as many errors (four) in
the second game as they had hits (two). Toronto batted around in a six-run
third inning highlighted by third sacker Matt Logan's three-run, opposite-field
bomb to left that scored Joe Colameco and Gamin Teague. Leafs short stop
Sean Travers added a two-run double to ensure the win for the visitors, who
improved to 6-0 and are tied atop the standings with defending league champ
Brantford.

"Our pitchers threw strikes but too many times, we had to work the count from
behind and when you get yourself in a fastball situation, they're looking for it
and they have good hitters who are going to take advantage," Chanderdat
said.

London starter Adam Arnold surrendered all seven runs on seven hits in 3 1/3
innings. The Majors also made four errors.
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Former Seattle farmhand Jon Lockwood sailed along in his season debut and
held London hitless for 4 1/3 innings before Majors left fielder Tyler Tilbury
delivered a base knock in the fifth.

It was London's only bright spot until David Francis relieved Lockwood in the
sixth, put the first two batters on base and gave up a monstrous three-run shot
to left by Majors designated hitter Chris Dennis. It was Dennis's third three-run
shot of the young campaign.

"I'm seeing the ball well right now but for me, it's more about getting into good
counts and getting myself in a position to see a good pitch to hit," he said. "It's
just too bad it (the homer) didn't help us win. When you play a doubleheader,
you hope to at least split it. But we made some mistakes and we know what we
have to do to correct them. We have a good mix of veterans and young guys."

In the opener, Toronto's Danny Gibbons crushed a two-run homer in the
seventh inning to give the Maple Leafs a comfortable finish to a 6-3 victory.

Down 1-0, London loaded the bases to start the bottom half of the first on two
singles by Ryan Gauthier and Kyle Piwowarczyk and a walk to Kevin Virtue.
But the Majors only managed two runs in the threatening frame and Toronto
took the lead back for good with a pair in the top of the third.

"The way we started, that could have been 4-1 for us there and it's a different
game," Chanderdat said. "But it didn't happen. When you have a chance to
make hay against a team like Toronto, you have to take advantage."

London ended up with only five hits, including four in six innings against
Toronto's effective starter Mark James. London's Josh Palmer took the loss.

But Chanderdat feels the team has a chance to jump back into the upper rung
of the standings next weekend with games against Oshawa and another tough
test at home to Brantford.
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