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The Majors play four games in three
days this week

By MORRIS DALLA COSTA, FREE PRESS SPORTS COLUMNIST

The fact your manager can remember the number of poor at-bats you've had speaks volumes to the kind
of season you are having.

"He's probably had two bad at-bats all year. That's it, two," London Majors manager Roop Chanderdat
said of Jess Bechard, his hot-hitting, play-anywhere offensive anchor.

Eight games in the Majors' Intercounty Baseball League season, Bechard is leading the league with
a .667 average. He has 20 hits, seven for extra bases, and 14 RBIs. Every time he steps into the batters
box, he's getting a good rip at the ball.

"l can't remember anytime ever, even at any point during the season swinging the bat like this," Bechard
said. "It seems that every pitch I'm seeing is right where | need it to be. Things are falling into place for
me. Maybe that's what you get for being a veteran."

Bechard is leading a team that last year was known for its pitching and this year is leading the league in
hitting with a .335 team average. The Majors are going to be busy this week, playing four games in three
days. It begins tomorrow night with a home game against Guelph, followed by a road doubleheader
against Barrie on Saturday and a Sunday afternoon home game with Kitchener coming in.

Bechard, 31, was out of
baseball for two years before
returning with the Majors last ’
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year. He became the guy the
Majors looked to, to carry the
offence.

"The one adjustment | made
this year from last year is being
more patient," Bechard said.
"Not being afraid of hitting with
two strikes and seeing things
and learning a little more about
pitchers. Last year, |
categorized myself as more of a
swinger.

MONTREAL

"I hadn't played for two years

Free Up Your Weekends
coming into last year and that

in Montréal
ok now! »
had something to do with it. You

forget little mental things that can make a difference and I'm really trying to focus on seeing pitches and
getting good pitches and it seems to be paying off so far."

Bechard was one of the few Majors last year that was a threat to hit the ball out of the park. This year, the
Majors have added some power.
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"l can't say | ever go to the plate trying to hit one out. There may be times when the situation calls for it I'll
try, when there's two out and nobody on OK | may take a shot," Bechard said. "But it's definitely nice to
have that threat throughout the lineup. Our nine-hole hitter hit the ball out of the park Saturday in
Oshawa. It's nice to have that balance through the lineup when you can hit a three-run homer every
time."

Bechard looks relaxed and ready to play every day.

"I'm having more fun now than I've ever had," he said. "Some of the younger guys ask me all the time, it
looks like you're having fun. I'm not playing with any pressure. . . . No one is going to sign a guy whose
almost 32 years old. When you play for fun the pressure is kind of off and your brain doesn't get in the
way."

Chanderdat says Bechard is the kind of player young players should look up to.

"Jess is driven to compete," Chanderdat said. "Even though there's no pressure, he wants to do well. The
guys see Jess . . . what they don't see is Jess come down at noon on his lunch break to hit. He prepares.
He works out. He eats right. He takes care of himself. He's a good example for the young kids."

Once the Majors pitching staff gets into shape, Chanderdat should have an impressive lineup. Right now,
the Majors rank third last in league pitching with a 5.63 ERA.with 20 strikeouts.

Joining the Majors Sunday's will be lefthander Mehdi Djebbar who had a big year last year.
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