London Free Press - Other Sports - Piwowarczyk a boost of energy

I o e o

Page 1 of 3

I Inside CANOE.CA vI

Dell Studio One 19

Look for
Intel GET YOUR
Inside® HAMDS ON IT
| S | e

@he London Free Press

IN FRIDAY'S PAPER

their vacation in the classroom

Summer school! Read our report on London teens who are spending

Y-

Thursday, 2 July, 2009

Overcast
-‘I‘J Y
16°C
FULL CONDITIONS

Sleep
Apnea?

Click Here

Home
Local News
News
Blogs
Videos
Podcasts
Opinion
Columnists
Today
Sports
Sport Index
Golf Guide
High School Sports
Hockey
London Knights
Motorsports
Soccer
Western Mustangs

Other Sports
Business

Classifieds
E-mail Alerts
RSS

Photo Galleries
Your Sports
Your Music
Citizen One

Our Five/Your Five
WEEKLY

Homes

Home Seller

Jobboom Careers

Travel

Wheels Auto Seller

See Our Daily Advertisers

FEATURED

Subscribe News Research Centre

SPORTS OTHER SPORTS

Piwowarczyk a boost of oo A AA
Email Print Writ ize:

energy mal rin’ rite

Thu, July 2, 2009 Share: N Help

Majors sweep Toronto in

doubleheader

By RYAN PYETTE

In his opening at bat, Kyle Piwowarczyk laid down a
bunt and hustled -- skated, as some might describe his
running style -- to first base for an infield single.

Where did the London Majors third baseman's extra
gear come from?

Thank the Rostock Piranhas hockey club in the German
third division.

That's where the former Western Mustang and London
Knights forward chased the puck this past season. If
anything, the players on his team learned how to be
nimble.
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"Our dressing room at home wasn't attached to our
arena so that took some getting used to," the 25-year-
old Londoner said. "I'd say it was a good five minutes
away and we did (the trek) every day in our full gear.
Everything, even skates. We'd put the skate guards on
and walk."

Catcher Mason Reilly of
the London Majors waits
for the ball as Kyle Morton
of the Toronto Maple Leafs
slides into home. (Mike
Hensen, Sun Media)

By comparison, navigating a
muddy Labatt Park infield in
Intercounty Baseball League
action against the Toronto
Maple Leafs on Canada Day
was a walk in the park.

FREE COMMUNICATION WEEKEND
€Harmony

* Canada

In their doubleheader opener
yesterday afternoon before
about 500, London starter
Pierre Miville Deschenes
appeared in deep trouble when
the Leafs scored two runs and
he allowed the first four hitters
to reach base.
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turn, they answered with four runs and sent nine men to the plate.

Roop Chanderdat's crew knows it's how they have to play the rest of the season. Gamble here and there
while fighting for every extra base.

London also can't afford to make many mistakes in the field. They made a few errors but nearly turned a
triple play in the fifth inning.

Piwowarczyk forced extra innings with a bouncer over the first baseman's head in the bottom of the
seventh. Will Richards won it with a walk-off homer in the eighth.

"We're a team that's searching for chemistry right now," he said. "You can see it out there. We've had a
lot of guys in and out of different spots in the lineup because we're looking to see where guys fit best. We
have good pitching. It's the same as everything else. You get in the playoffs, you upset someone,
somebody else upsets someone, and you're right there with a look at it."

Piwowarczyk has long been a heart-and-soul guy for the Majors. He's still miffed that he missed the IBL
championship series last summer that drew a full house to Labatt Park for the decisive Game 7 against
Brantford Red Sox.

He had to leave baseball to depart for Rostock.

"That sucked," he said. "You work so hard for that opportunity and then you can't be there for something
like that. Of course, | followed it the whole time from Germany. | stayed in touch with a lot of the guys on
the team."

After a defensive role in junior hockey and two-way duty in university, Piwowarczyk became a rookie
scoring star in the German league. He scored 28 goals to go with 69 points and played part of the season
on a line with fellow former Mustang Kevin Richardson.

"It was nice to be able to open it up and play that kind of game," he said with a grin.

Piwowarczyk won't be returning to Rostock this fall. The club finished fourth in the league but still opted to
drop down a division.

He has signed with the club that knocked his old team out of the playoffs. But he still doesn't know what
his post-season status will be with the Majors.
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Piwowarczyk a boost of energy
FC London grinds out 3 points

Knights add netminding strength

Agents anything but free

Troxel brings life in fast lane to Bend
Mental break for Wells

Giambi, Cust break out of slumps

With Swedes gone, Burke brings brawn to blue-line
NHL Signings

Trip to Sweden pays off

Bouwmeester takes heat

Trade brings others on board

No capital spending in capital

New Rock owner promises change
Sportsbriefs

Mayfield drug ban lifted in time for Daytona
Roddick outlasts Hewitt in five-set grind

Argos' effort delights rookie head coach

SPORTS NEWS

Botha loses appeal, out of new-look Springboks Bayern Minich winger Franck Ribery

team for final Lions Test demands move to Real Madrid

JOHANNESBURG - Forward Bakkies Botha lost his °
appeal Thursday against a two-week suspension for
charging into Lions prop Adam Jones and was left out

of a much-changed South Africa team to start the third o

Defender Albiol passes Real Madrid
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