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Monthly unemployment numbers! Is there any relief in 
sight for London’s swelling ranks of the jobless?  

  Sunday, 9 August, 2009  Subscribe News Research Centre Place a Classified Ad Advertise 

Partly cloudy 
30oC

FULL CONDITIONS

Home 
Local News 
News 
Blogs 
Videos 
Podcasts 
Opinion 
Columnists 
Today 
Sports 
 Sport Index 
 Golf Guide 
 High School Sports 
 Hockey 
 London Knights 
 Motorsports 
 Soccer 
 Western Mustangs 
 Other Sports 
Business 
Classifieds 
E-mail Alerts 
RSS 
Photo Galleries 
Your Sports 
Your Music 
Citizen One 
 
WEEKLY 
Homes 
Home Seller 
Jobboom Careers 
Travel 
Wheels Auto Seller 
See Our Daily 
Advertisers 

Manager Roop Chanderdat armed the London Majors with their biggest bullet to 
shoot down the heavy-hitting Toronto Maple Leafs.  

Ace gunner Craig Bate, as expected, provided the ammo.  

The 22-year-old St. Thomas native again twisted Toronto's lightning-charged bats 
into knots with his strong left pitching arm and turned the Intercounty Baseball 
League quarterfinal into a best-of-three with a 7-5 victory before 850 last night at 
Labatt Park.  

Bate was brilliant in the series opener, an 11-1 win at tiny Christie Pits.  

He was back at it in the all-important fourth game to ensure the Majors at least 
return to their own stomping grounds for a sixth tilt tomorrow afternoon at 1 p.m.  
 
  
Bate struck out six in the 
first three innings and 
surrendered just three 
hits over seven strong 
innings.  

"This was a must win," he 
said. "Definitely, it felt 
good. I don't know if I can 
pitch again (this series). 
Maybe something out of 
the bullpen. We'll have to 
see."  

He left after his team 
jumped out to a 7-0 lead 
with a four-run seventh.  

But there was some nail-biting after Matt Brennan surrendered five runs in the top of 
the eighth. Adam Echlin, one of last year's starting studs, recaptured some magic, 
got out of the jam and struck out the side in the ninth for the save.  

"I knew the bullpen would do it," Bate said. "A guy (Echlin) who had his struggles, to 
come back like that, was great to see."  

Majors even Leafs 
series  
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So far, both London wins in the series belong to Bate.  

That's good and bad news for the Majors.  

Game 7, if necessary, is slated for Monday in no-longer-stinky Toronto after the end 
of the garbage strike.  

It's a stretch to believe Bate, who's a couple of seasons removed from always-scary 
Tommy John surgery, could recover in time to pitch again in a potential finale on 
less than three days rest.  

Chanderdat sold the future to bank a win now.  

"Craig threw 80 pitches and 120 in Game 1," Chanderdat said. "That's 200 pitches. I 
don't know if he'll be back again. We have to make sure he gets his rest."  

The Majors clearly love playing behind Bate. The offence supported him with 18 
runs in 16 innings.  

Mike Mitro and Aaron Boag, London's Games 2 and 3 losers, only received three 
runs combined in their outings and two of those were in the ninth innings when the 
games were already blowouts.  

But Bate came back to beat fellow lefty Drew Taylor again. The Leafs starter only 
lasted four-plus innings and surrendered three runs.  

The Majors piled on four more in the seventh off reliever Lee Witmer.  

But this time, London set the tone.  

Chanderdat tweaked his batting order. He moved big-bopping lefty Will Richards up 
to third and wedged righty Alan Cattrysse in the cleanup spot in front of designated 
hitter Chris Chambers.  

Chambers, who missed a bulk of at bats this season with a wonky knee, blasted a 
two-run, two-out double in the first to kick-start the scoring.  

"We've been tough to play against when we score first," Chanderdat said. "We have 
to get back to that."  

For one night behind Bate, it was a solid start.  

---  

INTERCOUNTY PLAYOFFS  

London vs. Toronto  

(Best-of-seven quarterfinal tied 2-2)  

Last night: London 7, Toronto 5  

Game 5: Today, at Toronto, 2 p.m.  

Game 6: Tomorrow, 1 p.m. at Labatt Park 2  
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SPORTS NEWS  

Woods shoots 65 for Firestone win 
First came another signature moment from 
Tiger Woods, an 8-iron over the water that 
stopped a foot from the hole. Even more 
stunning was the meltdown that followed by 
Padraig Harrington.  
FULL STORY  More at SLAM! 
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Look who's selling London now!. 
(Real Estate: REALTY EXECUTIVES ELITE LTD) 
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