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Majors feel this may be their year

Fri, April 27, 2007

After losing to Brantford in last year's IBL final,
London went out and actively recruited.

By STEVE GREEN, FREE PRESS SPORTS REPORTER

Every year, the London
Majors begin the
Intercounty Baseball
League season looking
to end a title drought
that stretches back to
1975.
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Having made the final
two of the last three
seasons -- including
last year -- the Majors
hope to see a little reign
at the end of this one.
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the team that fell in five
games to the Brantford
Red Sox in the championship series has returned and Majors manager Roop
Chanderdat has added some talented youngsters, including three junior
national team players.

He's also changing tack in that he's keeping players who can be here the
whole season and not have to return to their U.S. college programs come
playoffs. That bit them last year when shortstop Mike Ambrose and centre
fielder Brad McElroy -- the league's leading hitter -- headed back to North
Carolina-Charlotte and missed the final.

"l went to the B plan," Chanderdat said. "I might lose some positional star
players by doing this, but at least | know I'll be able to count on everyone who
is here."
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Among the key returning position players are last year's IBL rookie of the year,
outfielder Rudy Vallejos (.304 average, two homers, 10 RBls, 19 stolen bases);
second baseman and first-team IBL all-star Kyle Piwowarczyk (.354, 12 RBls,
19 stolen bases), outfielder and second-team all-star Kevin Virtue (.364, 3 HR,
27 RBI) and DH Chuck Roberts (.364, 21 RBIs), another second-team all-star.
Third baseman Pete Babcock (.407, 2 HR, 18 RBIs) is a question mark due of
work commitments. - r N
1055660UL
Left-hander Tom Van Kasteren (2-2, 5.61 ERA) returns as a key member of

the pitching staff and looks forward to a healthier season.
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"I battled a little bit of arm trouble and it never really went away all season,"
said Van Kasteren, 27, who's in his fourth season with the Majors and very
optimistic about this year's prospects.

"How can you not be? With the guys we have coming back, we've got a great
core and I'm excited about the young players we have coming in.

"We definitely shouldn't be a surprise because | think we've proved ourselves
over the last three seasons. We should have earned a degree of respect in the
league."

Van Kasteren saw inconsistency as the team's Achilles heel last season.

"There'd be games where we'd play really well and lose 3-1, or we'd put nine
runs on the board and lose 11-9. We just need to be a little tougher mentally. |
know London's primarily a hockey town, but for those people who do follow
baseball, it would be nice to reward them and this organization with a
championship."

Josh Palmer (5-4, 3.92, three saves) and Mike Mitro (2-2, 9.27, one save) are
among the other returning pitchers.

Chris Dennis, a catcher from Windsor, is one of the three national juniors.

"Hopefully | can come in and make an impact right away," said Dennis, 18,
who drafted by the Tampa Bay Devil Rays in the 38th round last year but
elected not to sign and is eligible to be drafted again.

"I'm well aware of what this team has accomplished recently and hopefully |
can contribute. This is going to let me know where | really stand in baseball, if |
can compete with these guys. I'm definitely going to have an opportunity to
play early in the season, but | know | still have to earn a (starting) spot."

Outfielder Matt McCarney of Ottawa (another Devil Rays draft pick) and
infielder Mitch Delaney of Windsor are the other junior nats, with shortstop Alex
Arango of Toronto and pitcher Max Escrogrin of the Dominican Republic
among other newcomers.
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BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) - Sixth-seeded Gisela
Dulko of Argentina defeated Olga Savchuk of Ukraine
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6-3, 6-4 Friday to advance to the semifinals of the Gaz
de France Budapest Grand Prix.
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